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is called "matter." To this any one may assent. The peculiarity of the materialist is to affirm that no new knowledge can be acquired except by association of new experiences with the great sphere of associations already established on the basis of matter, time and space. There cannot be isolated wisps of knowledge, wholly unassociated with the main body, any more than there can exist in an animal a single elementary reflex-arc, not integrated up with the nervous system; and the comparison is far more than a mere analogy. I must, however, leave this difficult subject for the present.
The materialism which I shall advocate, therefore, is centred round three salient points: the uniformity of law, the exclusion of purpose, and the assertion of monism; that is to say, that there exists no kind of spiritual substance or entity of a different nature from that of which matter is composed.
The first of these propositions, otherwise called the Law of Universal Causation, affirms that nothing happens without a cause, and that the same causes under the same conditions always produce the same effects. In order to gain a true comprehension of this law, we have to define what we mean by " cause" and " effect," and what is the nature of the nexus between them. The conception of the Universe from which we start is that of a great system of matter and motion undergoing redistribution according to fixed sequences, which in the terminology of science are called laws. The matter is constantly undergoing transformation from one of its forms into another, and the energy is redistributed and transformed in a corresponding manner. From this primary conception alone, we are able to derive a precise definition of what is meant by cause, a problem which is almost insuperable from any other standpoint. Mill defined one event as being the cause of another when the first event is found invariably in experience to be followed by the second. In cause and effect he saw nothing farther than an invariable sequence. His view was